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The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

August 28 & 29, 2021 

 

Songs of Scripture: Faithfulness 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 466 

 



pg. 3 

 

 

M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you.  

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that we may 

obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Exodus 7:8-13 

Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he was unwilling to put his faith in the Lord. 

 

 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a miracle,’ then say to 

Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh,’ and it will become a snake.” 
  So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron threw his staff 

down in front of Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. Pharaoh then summoned wise men 

and sorcerers, and the Egyptian magicians also did the same things by their secret arts: Each one threw 

down his staff and it became a snake. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. Yet Pharaoh’s heart 

became hard and he would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said.  
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 71 

 Believers take refuge in the LORD and put their faith in him. 

 

 In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge; 

  let me never be put to shame. 

 

 Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness; 

  turn your ear to me and save me. 

 

 Be my rock of refuge to which I can always go; 

  for you are my rock and my fortress.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, 

  and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 

 

 Even when I am old and gray, 

  do not forsake me, O God, 

 

 till I declare your power to the next generation, 

  your might to all who are to come. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain  
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Second Lesson Hebrews 11:24-28  

Moses looked ahead to his reward and put his faith in God. 

 

 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He 

chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short 

time. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because 

he was looking ahead to his reward. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered 

because he saw him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that 

the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through 

the gospel. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel John 6:60-69 

Many in the crowd turned back, but the disciples put their faith in Jesus. 

 

 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 

 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 

What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts 

for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. Yet there are some of you who  

do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would 

betray him. He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has 

enabled him.” 

 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 

 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 

 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We 

believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

 

 

 

Be seated  
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Hymn of the Day1 Rise, Shine, You People 

  Christian Worship 556 

 

 
 
 Hymn of the Day: The hymn of the day is generally viewed as the “teaching” or “liturgical” hymn of 

the worship service. This hymn usually has the deepest theological text as compared to the rest of the 

hymns in the service. It is most closely connected to the Gospel and is specifically chosen to reinforce 

the congregation’s understanding of the Gospel which was just read. The hymn of the day has its roots 

in two parts of the historic liturgy: a psalm originally located between the Epistle Lesson and the 

Gospel, and later an extended choral piece known as a cantata that followed the Gospel. The hymn of 

the day is a distinctly Lutheran contribution to the liturgy designed to encourage congregational 

participation. Because the hymn of the day for each Sunday of the church year was selected by the 

Lutheran church in the 16th century, many of these hymns are Lutheran chorales. 
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Sermon Psalm 71 

 

Songs of Scripture: Faithfulness 

 

 In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame. 

 Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness; turn your ear to me and save me. 

 Be my rock of refuge, to which I can always go; 

  give the command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. 

 Deliver me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of evil and cruel men. 

 For you have been my hope, O Sovereign LORD, my confidence since my youth. 

 From birth I have relied on you; you brought me forth from my mother’s womb. 

 I will ever praise you. 

 I have become like a portent to many, but you are my strong refuge. 

 My mouth is filled with your praise, declaring your splendor all day long. 

 Do not cast me away when I am old; do not forsake me when my strength is gone. 

 For my enemies speak against me; those who wait to kill me conspire together. 

 They say, “God has forsaken him; pursue him and seize him, for no one will rescue him.” 

 Be not far from me, O God; come quickly, O my God, to help me. 

 May my accusers perish in shame; 

  may those who want to harm me be covered with scorn and disgrace. 

 But as for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more and more. 

 My mouth will tell of your righteousness,  

  of your salvation all day long, though I know not its measure. 

 I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O Sovereign LORD; 

  I will proclaim your righteousness, yours alone. 

 Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 

 Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, 

  till I declare your power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come. 

 Your righteousness reaches to the skies, O God, you who have done great things. 

 Who, O God, is like you? 

 Though you have made me see troubles, many and bitter, you will restore my life again; 

  from the depths of the earth you will again bring me up. 

 You will increase my honor and comfort me once again. 

 I will praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, O my God; 

  I will sing praise to you with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel. 

 My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you – I, whom you have redeemed. 

 My tongue will tell of your righteous acts all day long, 

  for those who wanted to harm me have been put to shame and confusion.  
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Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

M: O Lord our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new every 

morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth. 

 

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving


pg. 10 

 

M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in Christ 

Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 

 

M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, state, 

and local governments. 

 

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 

 

M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness toward 

their workers and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship. 

 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 

 

M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, think, 

and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse 

curious minds to discover the wonders of your created order. 

 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 

 

M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment to be 

good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as your 

representatives. 

 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and 

with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Hymn The Church’s One Foundation 

  Christian Worship 538 
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Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 

by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 

guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn How Firm a Foundation 

 Christian Worship Supplement 768 
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Announcements  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musician Dr. William Braun, organ 

 

Worship Notes 

 
• The altar flowers are placed by David and Colleen Todor in celebration of their 27 th wedding 

anniversary . 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Clare Johnson and Brett Michaels, who will be united in marriage on Friday, September 3. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 
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“Psalm 71” Tune Robert J. Thompson © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern 
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 “Rise, Shine, You People” Text and tune public domain. 

“The Church’s One Foundation” Text and tune public domain. 

“How Firm a Foundation” Text and tune public domain. 

“Psalm 119c” Tune Joyce Schubkegel © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  
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Parents’ Preview for September 5 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

Psalm 119 Refrain 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 14 

 

 

M James 2:1-13 2 Samuel 9:1-11 

T Matthew 10:40-42 Romans 3:19-22 

W Zechariah 7:8-14 Mark 12:41-44 

R Exodus 22:20-26 Philemon 1-25 

F Hebrews 2:11-18 Deuteronomy 24:17-21 

S Jeremiah 2:13-19 Matthew 25:31-46 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


